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Data: Gavin Schmidt, of Nasa’s Goddard
Institute for Space Studies, admits there's a

Nasa climate scientists: We said 2014
was the warmest year on record... but
we're only 38% sure we were right 

Nasa’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies claimed its analysis
of world temperatures showed ‘2014 was the warmest year on
record’
But it emerged that GISS’s analysis is subject to a margin of
error
Nasa admits this means it is far from certain that 2014 set a
record at all 

By DAVID ROSE FOR THE MAIL ON SUNDAY

PUBLISHED: 00:43 GMT, 18 January 2015 | UPDATED: 23:38 GMT, 19 January 2015

The Nasa climate scientists who claimed 2014
set a new record for global warmth last night
admitted they were only 38 per cent sure this
was true.

In a press release on Friday, Nasa’s Goddard
Institute for Space Studies (GISS) claimed its
analysis of world temperatures showed ‘2014
was the warmest year on record’.

The claim made headlines around the world, but
yesterday it emerged that GISS’s analysis –
based on readings from more than 3,000
measuring stations worldwide – is subject to a
margin of error. Nasa admits this means it is far
from certain that 2014 set a record at all.

Yet the Nasa press release failed to mention
this, as well as the fact that the alleged ‘record’
amounted to an increase over 2010, the
previous ‘warmest year’, of just two-hundredths
of a degree – or 0.02C. The margin of error is
said by scientists to be approximately 0.1C –
several times as much.

As a result, GISS’s director Gavin Schmidt has
now admitted Nasa thinks the likelihood that
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margin of error
2014 was the warmest year since 1880 is just 38
per cent. However, when asked by this
newspaper whether he regretted that the news release did not mention this, he did not respond.
Another analysis, from the Berkeley Earth Surface Temperature (BEST) project, drawn from ten
times as many measuring stations as GISS, concluded that if 2014 was a record year, it was by an
even tinier amount. 

Nasa’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies (GISS) claimed its analysis of world temperatures
showed ‘2014 was the warmest year on record’ 

Its report said: ‘Numerically, our best estimate for the global temperature of 2014 puts it slightly
above (by 0.01C) that of the next warmest year (2010) but by much less than the margin of
uncertainty.

‘Therefore it is impossible to conclude from our analysis which of 2014, 2010, or 2005 was actually
the warmest year… the Earth’s average temperature for the past decade has changed very little.’

Scientists disagree over its significance, but there is little doubt that the rapid warming of the 1980s
and early 1990s has slowed – although greenhouse gas emissions have surged.

Bob Ward, of the Grantham Institute on Climate Change, said the new figures showed the notion that
global warming had ‘stopped’ was a ‘myth’, although it had ‘temporarily slowed’. Since 1951, he
added, the long-term trend was for warming of 0.12C per decade, and in his view, it would ‘pick up
again unabated’ if emissions continued to rise.

However, if the long-term rate is 0.12C per decade, this would mean the world would be 1C or so
warmer by the end of the century, not 4C-5C as some have claimed.

Climate sceptics insisted that the new figures showed the warming ‘pause’ had continued. Dr David
Whitehouse, of the Global Warming Policy Forum, said ‘there has been no statistically significant
warming trend since 1997’ – because the entire increase over this period was smaller than the error
margin.

Dr Ed Hawkins, associate professor of climate science at the University of Reading, said the past 15
years had seen a slightly slower rate of warming.

But he added: ‘You have to take a longer view, because 15 years is too short a period. We expect
natural fluctuations, volcanic eruptions and changes in solar output to sometimes slow and
sometimes increase warming rates.’
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Nasa climate scientists: We said 2014 was the warmest but we're only 38% sure | Daily Mail Online
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Since 1880, Earth’s average surface temperature has warmed by about 1.4 degrees
Fahrenheit (0.8 degrees Celsius), a trend that is largely driven by the increase in carbon
dioxide and other human emissions into the planet’s atmosphere
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Nasa climate scientists: We said 2014 was the warmest but we're only 38% sure | Daily Mail Online

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2915061/Nasa-climate-scientists-said-2014-warmest-year-record-38-sure-right.html[29.01.2015 15:35:02]
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Kay Crowley, Melbourne, Australia, 1 week ago

How do you know the effects of warming will be negative? Is that a 100% definite assessment
on that claim? Or something lower e.g. 38%?

1320
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EppingBlogger, Epping, United Kingdom, 1 week ago

And the "on record" is meant to sound i,preside but it depends whose record it is. There are
records of temperature in mediaeval times which were much warmer than now (grazing in
Greenland, etc) but that would mean looking at another set of records!
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Artice Garland, Atlanta, United States, 1 week ago

What was happening in 1880? Just curious.
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Ufodi Int, Belfast, United Kingdom, 1 week ago

iN 1880 THERE WAS NO GAS, OIL, EVERY LIVING PERSON ON THE PLANET
WAS BURNING COAL AND WOOD JUST ABOUT ANYTHING THAT BURNS AND
THE CARBON RELEASED WAS IMMENSE CLOUDING OUR ATMOSPHERE WITH
PARTICLES THAT TRAPPED HEAT RAISING THE TEMERATURES TO EXTREME
HIGHS.

283

Click to rate

Artice Garland, Atlanta, United States, 1 week ago

What was happening in 1880? Just curious.

26

Click to rate

Ufodi Int, Belfast, United Kingdom, 1 week ago

EVERY PERSON ON THE PLANET WAS BURNING WOOD AND COAL
RELEASING BILLIONS OF TONNES OF PARTICLE CARBON WHICH HEATED UP
WITH SUNLIGHT CREATING EXTREME TEMPERATURES.

194

Click to rate

Justme, Windsor, United Kingdom, 1 week ago

They say this every year. They have to keep their grant money coming in.

1670

Click to rate

ZedDeadBed, Truro, United Kingdom, 1 week ago

No they don't. Stop making things up.

6417

Click to rate

Rodd Wayne, Creston, Canada, 1 week ago

Just how many weather stations did they have in 1880 and how reliable were they?

345

Click to rate

Artice Garland, Atlanta, United States, 1 week ago

My question is this. What was going on in the world in 1880? Were those steam
powered locomotives heating things up? Maybe horses and livestock were creating a
crap-tonne of methane.

315

Click to rate

Arno_Arrak, Dix Hills, 1 week ago

Why only 1000 characters? Makes it impossible to say something important. Arno Arrak

50

Click to rate

Squarzelfitz, Cork City, Ireland, 1 week ago

The fact it fell within the margin of error makes it invalid. There us no scientific justification to
claim 2014 as the warmest. NOAA and NASA knew that. Appalling. This is a political move
that has nothing to do with science.
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ZedDeadBed, Truro, United Kingdom, 1 week ago

@ddpalmer - you have no idea what you're talking about. Falling within a margin of
error does not invalidate something. Although this is simple stuff, you are way, way
out of your depth.

6414

Kay Crowley, Melbourne, Australia, 1 week ago
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Nasa climate scientists: We said 2014 was the warmest but we're only 38% sure | Daily Mail Online

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2915061/Nasa-climate-scientists-said-2014-warmest-year-record-38-sure-right.html[29.01.2015 15:35:02]

mom Goldie Hawn
coordinate in trendy
casualwear as they
land at LAX after
Paris fashion show
Like mother like daughter

Today's headlines Most Read

Up to NINE inches of snow causes
travel chaos with flights delayed,
trains cancelled and severe
tailbacks on...

Drink-driving mother-of-four banned after her
own husband tipped off police that she was
over the limit on...

Clegg says it is right that the
taxpayer pays for Katie Price's
disabled son Harvey to travel to
school

From getting an upgrade to bagging a better
seat, the tricks of travelling in comfort
revealed (without...

Gym fanatic, 22, suffers a heart
attack and nearly dies after taking
steroids to bulk up quickly 

Britain's most exclusive boarding schools
including Eton and Harrow plummet to
bottom of GCSE league table

Wheelchair-bound cerebral palsy
sufferer carried out of bar by
bouncers who said he could only
stay if he...

Can a £5.99 pot of coconut oil replace
EVERY beauty product you buy?

Energy firms to DOUBLE their
profits this year to make £114 from
every family's bill

Anger as BBC pours scorn on tribute to
Churchill:  Viewers' shock after docker claims
operators were PAID to...

Cowardly mugger attacks disabled
pensioner who weighs less than six
stone, is 4ft 6in tall and partially...

It must be windy if the world's biggest airliner
is blown off course! Airbus A380 battles
ferocious 60mph...

New island in the Pacific: Land
mass forms following eruption of the
underwater Hunga Ha'apai volcano -
but...

Snapshots of Britain in a more innocent age:
Extraordinary collection of post-war colour
slides bought for...

Rising Labour star Chuka Umunna
slams 'sexist' MPs leering at female
colleagues' low cut tops... and...

Revealed, the REAL reason why women
have 'designer vagina' surgery

Co-pilot was at the controls of
AirAsia crash jet before it plunged
into the sea – not the more
experienced...

Disappearance of Air Malaysia MH370 is
officially declared an accident with all on
board presumed dead so...

Britain's most feckless father:
Jobless dad who has 26 children by
FIFTEEN women and receives £46k
in...

The mothers who say they're TRAPPED on
benefits: Three jobless women have 19
children between them, get up...
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